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Newsletter 18th June 2021 
 
Dear parents and carers 
  

What a strange week it has been, 
weather wise! Our sports events for 
Reception and Years 3 & 4 were able 
to go ahead as planned but those for 
Years 1 & 2, 5 & 6 had to 

be postponed due to extreme heat and 
heavy rain! These will be rearranged 
shortly. 
 
We also heard this week that current COVID-19 
restrictions will continue for a further four weeks in 
England. At a Havering Public Health Briefing for 
Headteachers this week, we were told that our 
current school COVID-19 risk assessment will need to 
continue into the next term, so we are now planning 
for bubbles, staggered entry/exit etc to continue at 
least for the first few weeks of the autumn term. We 
can only hope that we can begin to ease the control 
measures in school in the near future. 
 
Another clear message from the meeting was to 
encourage parents and carers to use LFD tests for 
relevant family members twice weekly in order to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19 in Havering. Please 
help us to continue to keep our school community 
safe. 
 
I would also like to inform you that Mr Fielder, our 
Deputy Headteacher, will sadly be leaving us at the 
end of this term to be headteacher of a primary school 
in Essex. Whilst he will be a huge loss to Branfil, his 
promotion is well deserved and another school will 
now benefit from his excellent leadership. Mrs Nicole 
Gunthorpe has been appointed as the new Deputy 
Headteacher, starting in September. Mrs Gunthorpe 
is currently Deputy Headteacher at Upminster Junior 
School so she brings a wealth of experience and 
knowledge to the role. 
 

I wish you a happy, relaxing weekend. 

Mrs Sansom, Headteacher 

 

 

 
Children's Conference 

A big thank you to the School Council representatives 
for their hard work and contribution towards the 
Children's Conference that took place last month. 
Children from schools across London were given a 
platform to 
speak on 
issues 
impacting 
them and 
their peers 
with an aim 
to make a 
change. Well 
done Branfil! 

 

Values Based Education 
 
Value of the Month: Humility 
  
This month our school value is Humility which is 
defined as ‘having a modest or low opinion of 
one’s importance’. At first reading this could be 
seen as quite a negative state of mind, however 
when put into context it is clear why being 
humble is such an important quality to possess. 
Humility is not simply thinking less of yourself, it 
is thinking more of others and viewing yourself as 
equal to them rather than better or more 
important. When we show humility, we show we 
care about others by actively listening to them 
and taking on board their points of view. At 
Branfil we know how important learning from 
other people is. Showing humility is a fantastic 
way of achieving this and can also help us to 
achieve many of our other school values: 
Understanding, Happiness, Friendship, Love, 
Tolerance, Appreciation and Respect. So this 
month let us all try to be a bit more humble in 
order to achieve more in our relationships both 
inside and outside of school. 
  
J.R.R. Tolkien. “Every person that you meet knows 
something you don't; learn from them.” 
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Excellence in the Arts Award 

Mrs. Goodman has nominated Austin for his 
fantastic light up picture. Well done!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week’s winner was Milena in 1 Lime. She is always 
making creative things at home and does beautiful art 
work in school.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Arts and Culture Week 
 
Last week we 
celebrated Art and 
Culture Week.  We 
would like to share 
with you each year 
groups’ activities.  
Please see attached at 
the end of the 
newsletter. 
 
 

Sports Day  
 
This week, Reception, year 3 
and year 4 attended their 
sports day events.  They took 
part in a variety of races, 
including sprints, throwing 
and jumping and all had a great time! Unfortunately, 
sports day had to be cancelled for years 1, 2, 5 and 6 
due to weather but will be rescheduled for a later 
date.  When these are complete, the winning team 
can be announced.  
 
An extra thank you to the Friends of Branfil who have 
supplied ice lollies for all the children after their sports 
day.  
 
Mrs Daly, PE Leader 
 
 
Year 3 Roman Day 
 
 
Year 3 was taken over by the Roman Empire!  They 
had a fantastic visit from a Roman soldier, created art 
work inspired by the burning of Colchester and even 
did some food tasting! 
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Year 2 Continents and Oceans theatre workshop 
 
Year 2 children went on an adventure all around the 
world in 60 minutes! They role played travelling to 
each country, visiting famous landmarks and wonders 
of the world, thought about what they needed to pack 
for each climate and even transformed into the native 
animals from each country.  The children were able to 
share their knowledge of the Continents and Oceans 
and had an opportunity to expand their knowledge. 
We all had great fun and the children fully engaged 
with the educational adventure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Roman Day 
 
 
 
Wild World Heroes – Summer Reading Challenge 
2021 
 
We are very pleased to say 
that we are back with a 
physical Summer Reading 
Challenge this year – with 
a couple of adaptations to 
make it as safe as possible 
for families to take part. 
Registration opens on 
Saturday 10th July at all 10 
Havering Libraries. 
  

 
Background 
The Summer Reading Challenge is aimed at all 
children aged 4-11 years old.  The Challenge is for 
them to read 6 books over the summer holidays – a 
time when reading levels often dip.  It is a very 
successful national reading initiative that has been 
running for over 20 years. 
  
This Year’s Theme – Wild World Heroes 
We have teamed up with the WWF to deliver a 
Challenge all about wildlife, nature and protecting the 
environment so a very topical theme. 
  
How to take part 
·         Children will need to visit their local library to 
register from 10th July onwards, most usually register 
after schools break for the summer holidays.  They 
will be given a pack that includes a collector’s poster, 
six stickers, a book review sheet, a ‘How to Take Part’ 
leaflet and a couple of other surprises.  If they are not 
already members of the library they can join straight 
away.  On this first visit they can also borrow all 6 
books or just take a couple to start them off.  
·         They can choose any books – whatever interests 
them - fiction, nonfiction, poetry, joke books etc. but 
they must be library books.  They are welcome to visit 
the library to choose more books as many times as 
they want to over the holidays.  They should be aware 
that on occasion they may have to queue due to social 
distancing guidelines. 
 
·         They then go away and start reading their 
books.  This year we are asking parents/carers to talk 
to their children at home about the books that they 
have been reading and to hand out one sticker at a 
time after they have read each book.   Children will 
also need to fill in a Havering book review sheet with 
a short piece about the book or draw a picture on the 
review sheet. 
·         Unfortunately we won’t be having library staff 
or volunteers in our libraries to talk to the children 
about each book they have read this year.  Hopefully 
we’ll be able to return to doing this next year. 
·         When all 6 books have been read, they should 
return the completed book review sheet to the library 
where they registered and show it to a member of 
staff who will mark down that the child has completed 
the challenge and all children who have completed 
the challenge will receive a certificate and medal in 
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school in the Autumn term (library staff will deliver 
the certificates and medals to each school). 
  
Network Rail  
 
We have been asked by 
Network Rail in 
partnership with Learn 
Live to help raise 
awareness to students 
across the UK by educating them about the dangers 
of the train tracks through interactive digital delivery.  
Due to the very high level of trespassing on the tracks 
by young people in our local area, Network Rail 
urgently need you to share the relevant safety video 
with your child. 
  
Remember 15 minutes can help save lives and provide 
important safety information to young people. 
  
We have made things easier for you to watch the free 
safety videos by just entering the 
email railsafety@learnliveuk.com into the ‘I am 
registered’ field when you first watch the videos. 
  
Please click on the link below to view the relevant 
safety video: 
  
Primary school version: Age 7- 11 
https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-primary-
school-safety-talk/ 
  
 
Survey for lone parents regarding your views on how 
COVID-19 has affected access to food 
 
Are you a lone parent? The Public 
Health Team would love to hear 
your views on how the COVID-19 
pandemic has impacted you and 
your families access to food. 
  
The findings of this survey will provide valuable insight 
that will be used to inform local decisions on what 
action(s) Havering Council can take to improve access 
to healthy and nutritious food for families in the 
borough. 
 
This survey is anonymous and will take approximately 
10 minutes to complete. 

To access and complete the survey, click here 
  
The closing date for this survey is Monday 21st June 
2021. 
  
Please note that access to this survey via Internet 
Explorer is not supported so another browser (e.g. 
Google Chrome, Safari, Microsoft Edge, Mozilla 
Firefox etc.) is preferred. 
 
Early Help, Youth Services and Local Area 
Coordinators Information Sharing Event: 30th June 
2021 
  
Early Help, Youth Services and Local Area 
Coordinators would like to invite you to join them at 
their Information Sharing Event that is scheduled to 
take place on the 30th June 2021. The purpose of this 
event is to share with parents services that are 
available to families across Havering and how you are 
able to access these to include; 
  

 Children’s Centre offer 
 The 2 year education offer and accessing the 

Healthy start scheme   
 Family Information Hub, Grow and Learn and 

preparing you and your child to be school 
ready   

 Universal Plus- How you and your family can 
access the right services quickly and easily 

 Parenting offer 
 Volunteers/ Mentoring/ Advocacy- how to 

become a volunteer 
 Youth Services 
 Local Area Coordination- accessing support in 

your local community   
  
This event is open to all parents/ carers and families 
in Havering.  The event will run from 09:30am until 
11:45am 
  
To book your space, please click the below link. 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-youth-
services-and-local-area-coordinators-information-
sharing-tickets-159864824995 
  
  

mailto:railsafety@learnliveuk.com
https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-primary-school-safety-talk/
https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-primary-school-safety-talk/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSctxlRGbVnIjKmAUwSiojfhLfil44273648t1mNLfxXPRKqCA/viewform
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-youth-services-and-local-area-coordinators-information-sharing-tickets-159864824995
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-youth-services-and-local-area-coordinators-information-sharing-tickets-159864824995
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/early-help-youth-services-and-local-area-coordinators-information-sharing-tickets-159864824995
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 Second Hand Uniform 
 
Branfil pre-loved uniform shop is 
open for socially distanced 
collections.  You are able to purchase 
items of second hand uniform.  
Suzanne Lock is operating entirely 
Covid friendly.  She asks that you text her your orders 
and she will then put the items in a box outside her 
house for collection.  Please message Suzanne on 
07773910611 or via the Branfil Primary Preloved 
Uniform Facebook page. 
 
 
 
Face Coverings 

Thank you to everyone 
who is wearing a face 
covering whilst waiting 
outside the school and on 
the school premises. We 
ask everyone to wear a 
face covering, unless 
they have a medical 
exemption, in order to 
keep our school 
community safe. 
 

Covid Tests 

The local authority have also had some reports that 
parents/children are completing LFD tests if they are 
symptomatic.  Can we please remind you that if 
anyone in the household has ANY of the symptoms of 
COVID-19, they need to have a PCR test as these tests 
are more accurate in determining if a person has the 
virus or is infectious.  PCR tests will also identify if the 
positive case is a variant of concern.   

 

sQuid 

Please remember to regularly 
top up your sQuid account and 
keep it in credit. 

 

 

Urgent Contact for Positive Cases 

An email address has been set up for parents/carers 
to use when the school is closed (outside office hours) 
to inform us about a confirmed positive case of 
COVID-19 for one of our pupils who is in 
school: covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk  
We check this email regularly and will respond by 
telephone to the family as soon as possible.  
Please do not communicate any other information 
relating to pupils self-isolating, pupils showing 
symptoms, family members testing positive etc. since 
these do not require an urgent response from the 
school – please continue to communicate about non-
urgent issues through the normal office email, 
attendance email  or by telephone. 
 
Please be aware that, where a pupil tests positive for 
COVID-19, having developed symptoms more than 48 
hours since being in school, the school should be 
informed via the office email, but parents and carers 
should follow contact-tracing instructions provided by 
NHS Test and Trace. 
 
 
 

Absent from School 

Please remember to contact the school when your 
child is absent.  You can either email: 
attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk or telephone the 
school on 01708 225186 and press option 1 if you 
wish to leave a message.  Please leave your child’s 
name, class and reason for absence.   If you wish to 
speak to a member of the office staff please hold on 
the line and your call will be answered.  If you are 
informing us of a possible Covid contact, please 
remember to inform us again when you receive the 
result.  Can we remind you that you keep the whole 
household in isolation if anyone is displaying Covid 
symptoms. Then please arrange a PCR test/tests for 
anyone who is displaying any symptoms that may be 
Covid related.  These are more accurate than LFD 
tests. 

 

 

 

mailto:covid19@branfil.havering.sch.uk
mailto:attendance@branfil.havering.sch.uk
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Free School Meals 

If your circumstances have changed 

and you think you may be eligible for 

Free School Meal please see the link 

below to apply.  If your child is in R 

or KS1, you do not currently pay for 

school meals, but the school would still be able to 

get funding if you apply for free school meals.  If your 

child is in KS2, you would save a significant amount 

of money if your child is entitled to free school 

meals.  

As a thank you to any parents/carers who apply for, 
and are awarded, pupil premium, they will also get a 
one off grant of £50 towards school uniform to be 
used at the school suppliers.  To apply is very 
simple:https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlinefor
ms/free-school-meals.aspx#details 
   
 
 

 
 
11th June 2021 
 
Jake, Faye, Freddie, Rishi, Charles, 
Harry, Aidan, Amber, Oliver, Jack, 
Amelia, Isaac, Erin, Frankie, Rhys, 
Katie, Quadell, Henry, Freddie, 
Connor and George. 
 
18th June 2021  
 
Grace, Betsy-Lu, Max, Amelia, 
Milena, Mimi, Mila, Joshua, 
Emanuel, Ansa, Blake, Darcy, Leo, 
Aela, Eliza, Sophie, Izabella, 
Freddy, Ruby-Mae, Jessica and Nancy. 

 
 
Happy Birthday! 
 
Gino, Tilly, Erin, Owen, Freddy, 
Harry, Amelia-Rose, Faye, 
Alexander, Cara, Isobelle, Arthur, 
Max, Henry, Casian, Vinny, Henry, 
Lily-May, Poppy, Jack, Harry, 
George, Isla, Oscar, Joseph, 
Fletcher, Miruna, Jesse, Daniel, 
Owen, Raphael, Charlie and Toby. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
https://my.havering.gov.uk/pages/onlineforms/free-school-meals.aspx#details
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

 

w/b 21 June 2021 Year 6 - secondary transfer week 

w/b 21 June 2021 Virtual Football Festival week 

Tuesday 22 June 2021 Years 1 & 2 Sports Day 

Thursday 1 July 2021 Years 1 & 2 Quad Kids 

Monday 12 July 2021 Year 6 - TFL STARS ‘Safety and Citizenship’ Virtual Presentation 

Tuesday 6 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-10:30 

Wednesday 7 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-10:30 

Thursday 8 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-10:30 

Tuesday 13 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-11:00 

Wednesday 14 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-11:00 

Thursday 15 July 2021 New Intake Reception Session 09:30-11:00 

Friday 23 July 2021 School closes at the normal time for the summer holiday 

Thursday 2 September 2021 Pupils return to school 

 
 
 
 
 

INSET DAYS FOR 2021/2022 

Wednesday 1 September 2021 

Friday 19 November 2021 

Tuesday 4 January 2022 

Tuesday 19 April 2022 

Friday 22 July 2022 
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Art and Culture Week 
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